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01 Business report
Pöttinger sets the sails
In recent years, Pöttinger, a family-run company, has proven its incredible reliability and performance by continuing to drive development in agricultural technology. As a result, the Austrian firm with decades of tradition has managed to sail through the trough of the global crisis, closing the 2009/2010 financial year with a turnover of EUR 182 million. The commitment of the nearly 1,150 employees and the solid network of worldwide sales partners have contributed to successfully meeting the challenging developments of the past year. This dedication combined with the core competencies of Pöttinger regarding crop protection, ground following, unrivalled paintwork quality and highly efficient machines are the sails that power Pöttinger forward to take the lead.
Pöttinger - The specialist in grassland and soil cultivation
Grassland technology, accounting for 69 percent in the agricultural technology sector, is the main source of sales, followed by tillage at 19 percent. In the grassland sector, the difficult market conditions in the first six months resulted in a downturn of 15 percent compared to the previous year. Tillage and seed drills showed a decrease of 38 percent, largely due to the turbulent prices of commodities. However, despite a downturn during the first six months, sales in the key markets of Austria, Germany and Switzerland accelerated to such an extent during the second half of the year that overall targets were exceeded. Pöttinger managed to maintain the level of original spare parts business attained during the previous year. 
Joint leadership
Pöttinger has been working for the success of farming for almost 140 years - as a developer of technology as a well as a provider of value for money. Our dedicated employees, many of whom have their roots in agriculture, know the requirements placed on agricultural machinery from their own experience. The combination of our employees' know-how and the ongoing integration of experience and wishes from our customers is the guarantee for customer-specific, purpose-driven solutions. The international success of the company is largely due to innovative strength, but just as importantly to commitment to business partnerships and customer proximity. The extent of this innovative strength was demonstrated in the last financial year: Pöttinger managed to build on its global leadership in the loader wagon segment and achieve an enormous gain in tillage and seed drill machinery.
Strong on the domestic market – Austria on top form
As a family-run business rich in tradition, Pöttinger naturally has close ties to the Austrian market and has grown with it. Quality from Austria is in demand among domestic farmers. Consequently, Pöttinger was able to cushion the blow during the recession in Austria, resulting in a downturn of just 14 percent. Pöttinger developed better than the market overall - especially in seed drill technology: in addition to global loader wagon leadership, Pöttinger has now taken the lead in seed drills on the Austrian market, achieving a growth of 23 percent in seed drill sales.
Internationalisation amplifies the wind in the sails
Success on the domestic market has also come together with ongoing internationalisation. During the last financial year Pöttinger achieved an export quota of 80 percent and a turnover of EUR 146 million in international sales. While last year the focus was on the two subsidiaries in North America - Poettinger US Inc. and Poettinger Canada Inc. - this year the focus will be on expansion in Eastern Europe. In Poland alone, a growth in turnover of 19 percent was achieved last year. In addition, a Pöttinger subsidiary was established in Russia in order to improve service to the Russian market and further develop business in the CIS. Turnover increasing three-fold in Russia during the last financial year indicates the significance of this development.
Around 65 percent of agricultural technology turnover was attributable to five countries: Germany, Austria, France, Switzerland and Czech Republic. The top five turnover growth countries in terms of absolute machine sales compared to the previous year are Poland, Italy, Russia, Norway and Estonia.
Northern Europe and Eastern Europe lead the way in market development
The Nordic and CEE markets achieved visible growth: Norway with an increase of 34 percent, Sweden 9 percent up, Finland a 5 percent increase, Poland was up 19 percent, Ukraine a strong 32 percent up, as well as Russia and the Baltic States producing clear increases. 
One country in Southern Europe, Italy, also showed considerable growth with an increase of 13 percent.
Agricultural technology with a future 
Pöttinger relies on innovation, stable core markets and remains true to internationalisation
Managing Directors Heinz and Klaus Pöttinger look to the future with optimism: "Pöttinger has always been convinced of the importance of agriculture: food and energy will always been in demand - after all, the increasing world population needs to be nourished sufficiently in future and energy supplies need to be ensured. Consequently, there remains huge potential for agriculture and for Pöttinger. Our innovations and achievements today, such as global leadership in the loader wagon segment, leadership on the Austrian market with seed drill technology, our international pioneering role in front-mounted mowers and our many years of experience in tillage, form the basis for our continued success tomorrow. We are well equipped for the trade winds as they gain in force and we set our sails on course for the future."
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For more information please contact:
Inge Steibl at Alois Pöttinger Maschinenfabrik GmbH, Industriegelände 1, A-4710 Grieskirchen
Tel: +43(0)7248/600-2415, inge.steibl@poettinger.at, www.poettinger.at
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